TUDOR LEAGUE – JAN 2012 

What a fantastic start to the 2012 Year – a Great win and our second on the trot after winning the last round of last year’s competition by just one point . This was an even better result winning by 45 points and 13 first places 14 second’s and 8 3rd placing a great start to the 2012 season

Our first win was in the 8 x 25 Breast relay one of our strongest events over the years that we seem to win most events or are in the top 3 each round our little 10years olds were brilliant in this round with Zak Burdon and Sameera Naqvi swimming too fast in the backstroke events and with Mackenzie Hoyle, Toby Maslin and another newcomer, Kai Ring, surpassing all expectations. They will all get a place in the next round. Both 12 year old boys and girls events won their Freestyle relay’s which included,  Luke Brown, Rahul Shrestha, Joe Lake. Our two  newcomers to the Tudor League, Reda Bacha and Mathew Smith also swam really well for the boys. The girls team of Sienna Fox White Charlotte Carbin, Jess Oliver and Ainhoa Luque won their Freestyle but came 2nd in the Medley event.

Lilly Newton won her individual event in the 50 Fly (49.96) in a well controlled race and Tara Brown coming second in the 50 Breast . Along with Madeline Skinner who was a massive influence in the opening and closing relays and Sameera the 10 year old girls came 3rd in their freestyle relay event.

Rebekah Kohler won her breast stroke event but had to be content by being beaten on a finish in the 50 freestyle by just 1 tenth of a second while Oscar Livesey took a second off his 50 breaststroke time, to record 36.56 winning his first open event by just .14 of a second. Our last individual winner was Sienna Fox White who was given the decision by the judges as the times were the same 43.67 in a great finish to touch out lane 8.

Our greatest success was in the relays, winning a total of 8 and it was nearly more; the boys 14 year olds , including Amin Naqvi (Time faulted for his 50 Breast stroke by just 100th of a second) Joseph White, Leon Ursell and Luke Brown were  given the same time as the 4 other teams to record a 2.34.33, but  on the judge’s decision were given 2nd . The other was the Open boys which included  Team Captain George Evans, Fred Evans, Harvey Irving and  Alex Picksley, who were Time Faulted by 0.72 after a massive lead was created at the start. The open girls Team of Rebekah Kohler, Ellen Dunbar, Molly Kearney and Rachel Davis had a real battle to keep the lead and win their Medley event by 0.37 of a second.
Greenwich took the lead from Eltham after event 6 but then lost the lead to Dartford after event 15.  Dartford then had 3 time faults in consecutive events so just 7 events later Greenwich managed to regained the lead and maintain it until the end. This will be a very close league and Dartford were smarting  from their beating on the night , but BEWARE - the Next round will prove even closer than this opening round. 
The results on the night were: 

1st Greenwich 
283 ,      2nd Dartford    237,     3rd Erith
232 ,      4th Sevenoaks 
219

5th Gravesend
211 ,    6th Bexley     174,     7th Saxon Crown    165 ,   8th Eltham        141

The Next round is the 18th February at Eltham and we have another 5 rounds to go GOOD LUCK TO ALL – TEAM IS OUT ALREADY!!! SEE THE BOARD
Swimmers of the meet went to Mackenzie Hoyle and Madeline Skinner – well done everybody –let’s keep up the hard training 

Dave

